Our Announcer: Barry Atkins
[Ed: Barry kindly provided the following text, which
has only been slightly adjusted is a few places,
during the transcription process. Thankyou Barry
for providing the information at such short notice]
"I was born in Tasmania, grew up and went to
school in Scottsdale, before going to Hobart in
1953, aged 17 to learn a trade, not farming, which
was as an apprentice boilermaker/welder. On
completion, I worked for the Hydro Electric
Commission (HEC) on the Catagunya scheme for a
year before getting married in 1959 and moving to
Victoria to work for the State Electricity
Commission in Yallourn at one of the now defunct
coal-fired power stations. I shudder now at the
conditions we worked under at that place.
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RAAF in 1965 and was eventually based at Laverton
in Victoria.
First "TYGA" connection

I was discharged from the RAAF in 1968 and we
moved back to Tasmania, and settled back in
Hobart and worked for several different firms as a
technician. I was even involved with one group in
yet another search for the Tassie Tiger up in the
Mole Creek area in 1983. We flew into the remote
spot by helicopter and set up cameras and motion
detection devices. But in the four weeks or so that
we spent there, like all similar efforts by others, we
found no evidence of their existence.
The radio connection

My son was born in 1960, but was affected by the
fumes from the power station, so we moved back
to Tasmania in 1961 and I worked for several firms
in the Bell Bay area, including Comalco as the
aluminium plant was then known. Desiring to
learn a new trade, namely electronics, I joined the

I joined the ABC in 1985 to assist in the installation
of the technical equipment at the new
headquarters and radio stations on the former
railway station site. Broadcasting began from
there in 1987, with the expectation that new TV
studios would be added to the site, but it never
happened! A cut-back to ABC funding meant the
new studio for TV was squeezed into the existing
building, radio having to give up some of its
facilities to make room! I retired from ABC radio
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and from full-time work in 1996 and moved back to
the mainland to a little village called Taylors Arm,
near Macksville on the mid-north coast on NSW
(home of the famous "Pub With No Beer")!
Eventually, I returned to Tassie in 2006 and settled
here in New Norfolk having a daughter and her
family living in the area, and I've been here ever
since.
The Music connection

Musically, I taught myself to play the guitar when I
was 15, just to accompany myself singing Slim
Dusty songs and other country songs later. I
appeared on Australia's Amateur Hour, a radio
program, in 1957 with a little skiffle group I'd
formed in our church youth group. I had no
further public performances during the rest of my
working years. In 2009 I started playing in several
country music clubs around Hobart. Then, with
some training from well-known tech guru Jim
Parish, I was offered a spot on HobartFM to present
a country music program I called "Just Country".
I did this for 9 years until my knees refused to climb
the stairs to the studio!
In the meantime, in 2017, Bruce Lamb offered me a
spot on TygaFM on Wednesday afternoon, to
present a similar program to "Just Country".
I called this new program "Tiger COUNTRY" and I'm
happy to still be presenting to this day…

•
•
•

The Board is interested in hearing your ideas for
anything that we could "do better" in designing the
new studios. Any "great ideas"? Please raise with
a Board member, or better still, write to the editor
at tygabytes@tygafm.org.au.

Music Library
Your Board has created a new subcommittee
headed by Sylvia Ranson, whose purpose is to work
on the massive task of cleaning up the TYGA music
library.
[Ed: Contrast DV Council, where they are getting rid
of special committees, we are creating them - make
of that what you wish!]
The other members of the committee so far
include:
Russell Alphey, Roz Chapman, Bruce Lamb
and Doug Smith.
The outcomes the committee is intending to
achieve include:

TYGA on the Move

•
•

Your Board is currently engaged in formalizing
leasing arrangements at the site of the Law Courts
in Circle Street.

•

The Board has already been given a tour of the
"raw" facilities and there is much activity now
required to plan a transition, as smoothly as
possible, to the new premises.
Some of the ideas your Board is already trying to
include:

1 Each phase of radio broadcasting (like copying a copy
of a copy) results in a very slight loss of fidelity. In
order for the listener to hear the best possible sound, we
need to start with a sound file that has the highest

Studio walls sound proofed without eclectic
clutter
Reduce storage of inappropriate items in
Studios (e.g. vacuums, general storage)
Improve visibility between announcer and any
guest (reduce objects in line of sight) across the
broadcast desk.

A universal and consistent naming convention
Only one quality version of any song (meaning
a tune recorded by a particular artist at a
particular time)
Examples of the sorts of things to be removed
from the library would include a music file that
• is a duplicate,
• has "dead air" at the start or end,
• isn't equalised,
• has hiss or other background noise1
• needs to be cleaned up (bad language etc).

fidelity that is available. Starting from a poor recording
(e.g. from a scratched or dirty LP perhaps) is to be
avoided unless there are no other copies of the sound
recording. Hiss and background noise are most
noticeable when listening through headphones.
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The above lists are guides, but not exhaustive. A
detailed list of the procedures that we propose to
adopt will be published as soon as they are
finalised. This is a huge project and will continue for
the months/years as we try to catch up with all the
music files we already have. In fact, it can never be
fully completed as new music is always being added
to the library.
We need your help and indulgence

Included in the clean-up, is the idea that we only
want to store one single copy of a version of a song
released by a particular artist. There can still be,
say, the single version and the album version, or
the 1999 version and the 2007 Remaster version,
but not multiple copies of each without any
indication as to what release each music file came
from. This principle of not holding onto multiple
copies of the same recording, would include the
music files in announcers' personal folders. Our
policy objective at this point (unless we are
convinced otherwise by sound argument(s) to the
contrary) is that announcer folders would normally
be used to hold music (or other files) that are an
"appendix" to the main library and not directly part
of it (or used in place of it). They may contain
unique or "live" versions of songs or any other file,
such as discussions, interviews, comedy sketches,
film soundtracks, etc. Therefore, storing more
copies of the same music file in an announcer
folder for which we already have a perfect, highquality copy in the main library, would be counter
to our policy objective. There are two primary
drivers for this policy:
1. We want to remove the "luck of the draw"
component associated with selecting sound
files to add to a playlist, and
2. We don't want to use up more and more server
space storing redundant and poor-quality
copies of sound files.
The committee wants to hear from announcers if
you object to us being able to "remove" any music
file that is found in an announcer's folder that
appears to just be a duplicate (or an inferior copy)
of what we already have in the library. When we
say "remove", we may not actually delete the file,
but we may move or rename it in such a way that it

is reflective of it being identified as a duplicate,
being a "hint" to the owner to please remove it.
Music files in announcer folders which were found
to be the best copy of a tune, would replace the
copy (if any) in the library and then be removed
from the announcer's folder. In other words, we
recognise that the source of the library is the pool
of announcers (and perhaps all TYGA FM
members).
We already recognise that some existing
announcers have used their personal folders in a
very different manner over many years. For
example, they use their personal folders as a "sublibrary" from which they play all the music they like.
We probably need to respect that, as we are
changing the rules mid-stream. There might need
to be a provision, that will permit existing
announcers to continue to use their folders in a
different manner to the new policy, but all new
announcers will need to follow the new rules.
We need your feedback please. Express your views
to a Board member or better still write to
tygabytes@tygafm.org.au.

Your Board Members
Craig Farrell (President)
Janet Onn (Vice President)
Valerie Costarelli (Secretary)
Steve Nieuwhof (Treasurer)
Roz Chapman (Station Operations Manager)
Peter Sweetlove (Sponsorship)
Doug Smith (Public Officer)
Russell Alphey (Ordinary Member)
Sylvia Ranson (Ordinary Member)

Have Your Say
If you have any news you think worthy of inclusion
in Tygabytes, feel free to contact Doug at
tygabytes@tygafm.org.au or by mobile on
0402 13 4474.

Coming Up
Next time Tyga at Market ............................... TBA
Tygabytes Winter Edition ...................... June 2022
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