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Our Announcer: Jeanie 
The Early years – a potted summary 

I was born in Wales UK and moved to England with 
my parents as a 2 year old.  I was married at 19 and 
had four children and then emigrated to Australia 
in 1965.  We settled in South Australia where we 
lived until 2002. 

South Australia – A start in Community Radio 

Whilst in SA, we moved around different suburbs 
renovating houses and then moving on, settling 
finally in Victor Harbour.  It was at Victor Harbour 
that I got involved with community radio.   The year 
was 1997 and I was lying in bed listening to early 
morning radio and I liked it so much, I called the 
number they were giving out and told them so.   I 
kept on listening until the next presenter came on.  
I didn’t know it at the time, but he was the 
President (and the founder) of the station.  [Editor: 
This is Happy FM 90.1, formerly Great Southern 
Radio]  I phoned him also and said what great 
music they were playing and enquire further about 
the station.  I hadn’t heard them previously, as they 
had only just started in Victor Harbour.  [Editor: 
They commenced officially on 16th April, 1994]  He 
invited me to come have a look at the place which I 
did.  His name was Ken (belly) Burgess.  He asked 
me if I stay and answer his phone for him while he 
got on with playing the music.   I didn’t have 
anything better to do, so I agreed.  At the end of his 
show at midday, he asked me whether I would like 
to do this every day, to which I thought “good 
heavens!” and agreed. 

From answering the phone, he got me to read out 
all the notices.   It was a lot of fun because he was 
quite a showman and used me as the butt of his 

jokes.   He also had a Fish and Chip shop on the 
seashore and in summer, lunchtime was very busy 
for him.  He needed to leave an hour earlier to help 
out there.  He said I could fill in the last hour for 
him, if I learned how to work the panel.  I thought 
“Why not give it a go!” and as the saying goes, the 
rest is history. 

I met a lot of country music artists and celebrities 
as they passed through the radio station. 

Lee Kernighan, Reg Poole, Lindsay Butler, Shaza 
Leigh and Brian Letton.  I used to help promote 
their shows, find the venues for them, distribute 
the posters and sell tickets and take bookings, 
especially for Brian Letton because he visited Victor 
Harbour more often than the others.  

Community Radio 

I left Great Southern Radio after 18 months 
because a couple of people decided to take over 
the place and were so sly and underhanded the 
way they went about it.   I didn’t want to be a 
part of it, so left and joined the opposition across 
town.   I was there 12 years before moving to 
Tasmania.   The first station I joined in Tasmania 
was in Bellerive. 
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Jeanie and Australian Country Music 
singer Brian Letton. 

I was only there for a short while before joining 
Tasman FM 97.7 at Nubeena.   I lived at Carlton at 
the time, but moved to Port Arthur for convenience 
and was a presenter for Tasman FM.   The photo of 
Brian Letton and myself was taken at Dunalley in 
Tasmania, a few months after the bush fires raged 
through there.  He did a morale-boosting concert 
for the locals and it was a great night. 

After the bush fires I thought I would move away to 
be nearer to my daughter who lived in New 
Norfolk.   I was invited to join TYGA FM 98.9 but it 
took a few years to eventuate, due to health issues 
that I had to overcome.   I was welcomed with open 
arms.  Bruce Lamb was President at the time I 
started, and between him and our lovely Janet they 
gave me all the encouragement I needed to get 
started again.  Roz and Craig are very supportive 
too.  I have two easy-listening programmes, both 
called “Just Jeanie”: Friday 12-2pm and Sunday 12-
2pm. 

PS. I bring all my own CDs because I am not 
computer literate.  Ha Ha! 

For the Record 
Partly due to the lack of progress on the new studio 
during the latter half of 2023 (mostly brought about 
by factors out of our control) there was little news 
to present to the membership.  A further 
contributing factor is that we seem to have run out 
of announcers that haven’t been featured in 
Tygabytes, but would still like to be.  The 
“featured announcer” article is a major item of 
interest to the readership, and without both this 
and anything to say on studio progress, there was 
little to no information that could be used to make 
up two editions of Tygabytes. 

So, to ensure the record is accurate, two editions of 
Tygabytes where not produced.  These were: 

• Issue 35, September 2023 
• Issue 36, December 2023 

In the interest of record-keeping, your editor 
decided not to break the numbering scheme, so 
this edition is 37, March 2024. 

If there are announcers who would still be willing to 
be featured in Tygabytes, (or indeed if it was 
many years since you were last featured and you 
would be happy to bring us up to date) please let 
me know [editor@drscc.com.au]. 

Picnic in the Park 
A number of members spoke to me (your editor) in 
early 2024 expressing the view that it was a shame 
there seemed to be very little “community” 
amongst the membership.  We just arrive to do our 
“shift” and leave.  If lucky, we may say hello to the 
announcer we follow and/or the next announcer.  I 
too was having the same feelings.  I suggested to 
Roz (our VP) that we needed to improve the 
“social/community” side of our operation.   Things 
developed rather quickly from there and on Sunday 
January 14th, we had a social gathering of the TYGA 
membership (and partners).   There was a great 
turnout and everyone had a great time.  The 
weather turned out to be perfect.  Our thanks go to 
many organisers, including Marni, Janet and let’s 
not forget Richard! 
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There are more photos on the last page! 

It was great to be able to talk to fellow announcers, 
members and partners.  Everyone said it was great 
to get together and we should like to do it a few 
times each year.  Several members who have been 
around for a few years, reminisced about the quiz 
nights we used to have.  They are quite a bit of  

 
work to stage, but perhaps we need to push this 
idea as far as we can to see whether it is still 
possible. 

[Editor’s note: It would be great to have quizzes 
based around music] 
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New Studios 

Having been confronted with several months of 
delays almost totally outside of our control, 
significant progress is again being made. 

Air Conditioning 

Now that we have a completely new roof, we have 
been able to progress air conditioning, with the 
outside units being installed on the roof, generally 
immediately above the room they are servicing.  
This should mean that the units can operate at 
maximum efficiency.  Of three units installed in 
January 2024, two are already operating and one 
has a small technical glitch which has to be 
addressed before the work is considered complete.   

The three rooms being air conditioned are: 

• Equipment room, aka the Rack Room 
• Studio 1 
• Studio 2 

Consideration is being given as to which other 
rooms may require air conditioning, one being 
considered is the Temporary Studio, which will 
eventually be a production studio. 

New Toilet 

The new unisex toilet is all but complete.  Instant 
hot water is now flowing, an air dryer is now fully 
operational and the room has been painted (except 
for the ceiling) which most people don’t notice 
anyway.  One item that still needs to be addressed 
is better lighting. 
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Have Your Say 
If you have any news that you think worthy of 
inclusion in Tygabytes, feel free to contact Doug 
at tygabytes@tygafm.org.au or by mobile on 
0402 13 4474. 

Coming Up 
Next time Tyga at Market ............................... TBA 
Tygabytes Autumn Edition .................... June 2024 


